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A Note from the 
Principal… 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

The teachers at Burnham School have 
just completed their Parent-Teacher 
Conferences. I am pleased to report 
that 100% participation took place. The staff and I are 
fortunate to have you as our partners in the learning 
process. These conferences have given the teachers an 
opportunity to share the progress of your child(ren) and 
to help you gain an understanding of the expectations 
for future learning and/or improvements. It was also a 
time for teachers to gain assistance from you in 
establishing goals for home and for school. 

The teachers look forward to seeing you again on 
November 15th. On that day parents/guardians are 
invited to attend our Visitation Day. This will give you an 
opportunity to see your child(ren) engaged in the 
academic setting. Visitation Day is scheduled from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Please try to find time in your day to visit with us. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to see our curriculum in action! 

Physical Education teacher, Mr. Morgan, began his 
Intramural/Fitness Program on October 13th for grades 3, 
4 and 5 students. Students are excited and buzzing 
about this program. The intramural program will run 
throughout the year Friday mornings from 8:10-8:45. It is 
a great opportunity to develop and 
t o s t r e n g t h e n f r i e n d s h i p s , 
cooperation skills, a n d s p o r t 
specific skills. Mr. Morgan plans to 
h a v e s t u d e n t s pa r t i c ipa te in 
f l o o r h o c k e y , b a s k e t b a l l , 
aerobics, volleyball, m o v e m e n t 
g a m e s , a n d / o r s o c c e r. E a c h 
session also has a f i t n e s s 
component. Overall health and wellness can improve 
with participation in the Burnham intramural program. 

Although last month’s newsletter announced our 100% 
participation in the Governor’s Reading Challenge, I now 
have additional information to share. I am pleased to 
inform the school community that we had impressive 
results with a total of 1053 books read. These Burnham 
students were certainly engaged this summer in reading 
many, many selections. Thank you parents/guardians for 
your efforts in encouraging your child(ren) to read during 
the summer. It is a wonderful and worthwhile activity to 

engage in, not only in the summer months, but all year 
long. We are looking for 100% participation rate, which I 
am confident we can reach again next summer. Keep 
reading through the school year. 

As I look ahead and do see the year flying by, I want to 
remind parents and guardians that the marking period 
will end on November 30th. Report card distribution will 
take place on December 8th. Your efforts at home are so 
helpful. Keep reading to and with your child(ren). Review 
papers that come home and remember to contact your 
child’s teacher should you have a question or concern. 
Working together can only help your child(ren) learn and 
grow and to become a successful student.  

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella 

Principal

NOVEMBER DATES  
TO REMEMBER 

11/2 PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm
11/6 Board of Education Meeting/Business 7 PM

11/7 Professional Development - No School for 
Students

11/8 PTO Enr ichment Program at WPS - 
Shakesperience, The Jungle Book

11/10 Veteran’s Day - No School

11/13 Board of Education Meeting/Education 7 PM, 
at Burnham School

11/15 Parent/Guardian Visitation Day
11/17 PTO Vendor Fair, 5 PM
11/20 Harvest Gathering
11/22-24 Thanksgiving Recess, No School

11/30 Grades Close

12/7 PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm

 

Autumn



Grades 3, 4 and 5

Engagement, Investigation and Fun!


Inquiry based science activities and Makerspaces have been providing lots of engagement, 
investigation, and fun in 3-5! Throughout October, our students were involved in so many innovative 
and exciting activities.


This month, third graders each worked hard to design a Maglev, while 4th graders used stamina and 
grit to create vehicles using a 3-D design app and awesome Vex materials. 5th graders dove into 

viscosity as they compared slime 
samples and analyzed chemical and 
physical changes.


Many 3-5ers spent time exploring 
video game coding via Scratch, while 
others used LittleBits to examine 
circuits and build designs from visual 
models. Our budding photographers 
learned about perspective and our 
musician mastered 4 chords on a 
ukulele! Tadpoles have been added to 
our study of organisms and our students were lucky to observe our hermit 

crab through the fascinating process of molting. Our sewing machine is humming along, and all of 
our students are busy planning, designing, and enjoying working in fun, innovative ways.


Student Council is proud to be working on the Kind Campus Project this year. As a group, 
volunteer council members meet weekly at lunch to discuss school and 

community issues and initiatives. Mrs.McQueen has visited with our students 
and led them in some awesome, “Kind Mind” work.  Students have been led in 

breathing exercises and mindful practices. Our hallways in the morning have become 
quieter, and more peaceful as students transition to their classrooms with soft music 
playing.  All of our students are learning that the mind and body are connected. 

Jamie Feather and Deirdre Dwyer, two of this term’s kindness ambassadors, are working with our 
support staff in the lunchroom and the K-2s to help model and reinforce a code of 
kindness. They began their work by introducing their friends to a video, “Color 
the World with Kindness,” then played a game, and discussed what our school 
should look and feel like. Check out our Kindness Tree painted in the hallway. We 
anticipate a flurry of leaves with all sorts of kind messages in the weeks to come. 

Student Council will also be helping PTO and the Congregational Church with the 
Annual Food Drive beginning in November. A list of items will be sent home soon! 

Student 
Council

News




 

The Planking Challenge  
with Mr. Morgan 

Students from all grades levels have been incorporating planking 
into their physical education classes. Planks require no equipment 
and is easily modified to accommodate every student. Over the 
past few weeks, s tudents have 
b e e n t r y i n g t o increase their 
t ime ho ld ing a plank. Benefits to 
holding a plank i n c l u d e 
strengthening your c o r e , t o n i n g 

multiple muscle groups, and improving posture/ balance. Planking also is a great 
exercise for focusing on deep breathing and improving the mind/body connection. 

Students, teachers/staff, and parents got together at Burnham 
Elementary School to celebrate in a “Plank Assembly”. Champs 
from each class received a ‘plank prize’, the entire student body  
took part in a plank hold challenge, and the students wildly 
cheered on their teachers/staff who took part in a staff plank 
challenge.  It should be noted that  our principal, Mrs .Colella was 
able to complete a 2 minute plank. Many staff members along with 
Mrs. Colella added their name to our “Wall of Fame” that is signed 
by anyone who makes the 2 minute mark. 

The Misses Turney 
With a Word from the Library 

Happy November! 

 Your school librarians, 
Stephanie and Brittany Turney

We would love to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves. We are so happy to join the staff at 
Burnham School as the new librarians. Our goal is to make the library a haven for reading and an 
engaging resource center for research and learning. In the coming months, we will be encouraging 
students to write book reviews to recommend treasures that they’ve discovered in Burnham School’s 
library. We will also be learning library skills and research skills to support classroom instruction. 

In October, we began our visits to the Burnham Library, visits we will be making once a month for 
the duration of the school year. We are excited to continue this partnership with the town’s library, 
as it exposes our students here at Burnham School to the wide world of books and literature. We 
look forward to an exciting school year exploring the world of books.  



Fire Prevention 
Program

Fire is everyone’s fight!   It is a national effort led by the U.S. Fire 
Administration to lower the number of home fires and home injuries in 
America. Along, with USFA, each fire community is speaking out with a 
unified message of fire prevention and safety to the public.  A great way to 
assist in accomplishing this goal is to teach our youngsters how to stay safe 
and prevent fires from happening in their homes. With knowledge, our 
students will become local ambassadors of 
fire prevention.  

Fire Prevention Week is celebrated during the month of October. The 
elementary students of Region 12 all part icipated in community based Fire 
Prevention Programs. Each local fire department provided students with an 
opportunity to learn about fire safety. They provided our students with a 30 to 45 minute 
program that introduced students to the firefighters, the equipment firefighters use to 

help people, the equipment used to put out fires as well as fire 
prevention and survival skills.  It is always a grand event when 
the big red fire truck arrives at each school! 

In our schools, we continue our efforts to educate our students 
throughout the year with monthly fire drill practices.  It is hoped 
that the students will go home with the important messages 
learned about fire safety and to practice those safety strategies 
at home with their families.  

A special “THANK YOU” to  
the PTO for the  

fabulous Book Fair! 



Attendance and Tardiness 
Our district policy (#5113) makes reference to 
the need by law to have all children attend school 
regularly during the hours of our school day. 
Time lost from class tends to be irretrievable in 
terms of opportunity for instructional interaction. 
The Board of Education requires that 
accurate records be kept of the 
attendance and tardiness of each 
child. Your child’s teacher takes 
attendance daily at the onset of the 
school day. 

Aside from illness, it is important that your child 
attends school regularly and on time. Arriving on 
time to school helps your child develop the 
important life skill of being punctual for 
commitments. Learning experiences that occur in 
the classroom are considered to be meaningful 
and essential components of the learning 
process. 

Reporting Illness 
If your child is displaying signs of illness, for 
example:  fever greater than 100 degrees F, 
severe congestion, sore throat, cough, vomiting, 
diarrhea, unexplained rashes and/or eye drainage, 

they must stay home from school. 
Please report your child absent as 
soon as poss ib le and report 
symptoms to the school nurse for 

monitoring purposes. 

Thank you for you diligence with these important 
matters. Feel free to contact staff with any 
concerns regarding your child’s health or school 
experience. 

International Walk to School Day 
On Oc tober 4 , 2017 , 
Burnham School took part 
in International Walk to 
School Day. This is a global 
event which takes place 
every October. There are 
many wonderful benefits to 

being involved in walk to school. First, it’s FUN!  
Walking together brings a 
s e n s e o f j o y a n d 
invigoration. Walking is a 
chance for children (and 
adults!) to get the physical 
a c t i v i t y t h e y n e e d . 

Replacing car tr ips to 
s c h o o l w i t h w a l k i n g 
reminds everyone how we 
can reduce air-polluting 
emiss ions . Wa lk ing to 

school is a way to provide 
educa t ion on sa fe ty, 
reminding children how to 
walk safely, and reminding 
motorists to be alert. 
Lastly, walking to school 
together boosts a sense of 
community. We were lucky 
to have a beautiful crisp 
fall morning for this event. Students, staff, 
parents, and many community members joined 
together and enjoyed a brisk, fun-filled walk to 
school.  

Burnham School Students 
Celebrating Birthdays in a 

Healthy Way!

Jacob’s dad celebrates Jacob’s 
birthday by reading a story  to 

the class and helping them 
make homemade stress balls

Juliana with a 
Pumpkin Craft 

birthday 
celebration

Notes and News from the Nurse...



Burnham School 
PTO Fall 

Fundraiser

A special thanks to 
Megan Romanoff, 

our chair, who 
made this event a 

grand success!



November: 
A Time for Tradition 

Our Thanksgiving celebration is fast approaching. 
This year’s celebration will be held on November 
20th. The staff, students, and the PTO members 
have been planning for a wonderful collaborative 
community gathering. There will 
be a focus once again on 
community building, service, and 
citizenship. The Student Council 
and the student body will 
conduct a food drive and PTO 
will ask for monetary donations 

t o p r o v i d e 
funding for B ig Y g i f t 

c e r t i fi c a t e s f o r l o c a l 
families in need. The 
students will celebrate by 

offering their seeds of kindness to the seniors in 
our community and to our bus drivers with a 
performance and a craft activity. The Burnham 
School community looks forward to this very 
special event.

Cold Weather Reminders 
As the cold weather is upon us, the staff and I 

wish to remind everyone about 
the need for jackets, 
mittens, and hats. Unless 

it is too wet, the students will 
go out at recess. When the 

snow arrives, students will 
also need snow pants and 

boots so that they can enjoy the snowy 
outdoors.

Parents are our partners in the 
important job of educating all 

our children. I urge you to 
attend and support the 
PTO, become a member, 

volunteer, and take part in 
helping your chi ld to grow 
academically. PTO meetings will 

be held each month at 6:30 p.m. The  next 
meeting will be held on November 2. We 
hope you plan to attend!

PTO

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once 
you are at the district’s home page you can visit 
Burnham School’s website. The 
staff will be adding information 
regularly. Please use it as an 
a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e f o r 
information gathering. 

Burnham School  
Concert Schedule 

Burnham School holds two concerts each year: the 
Winter Concert in December and the Spring Concert 
in May. Mark your calendars now for these special 
events! 

Mrs. Doiron and students have been busy preparing for 
the Winter Concert. This year the concert takes place 
on Wednesday, December 20th at 2:00 in the 
afternoon. Come celebrate the holiday season with 
music. 
Our Spring Concert takes place in the evening and is 
coupled with our annual Art Show. This year the 
concert is on Thursday, May 23rd. Families may preview 
artwork beginning at 6:00 and the concert begins at 
6:30.  

Thank you for your continued support of our music 
p r o g r a m . W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o s h a r i n g o u r 
performances with the Burnham School Community.

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


The Women's Center of Greater 
Danbury 

Visited Burnham School 
The Women's Center of Greater Danbury visited our 
classrooms. They offered a variety of programs to our 
students.  Each program was presented with age 
appropriate language and materials.   In Kindergarten 
and grade 1 students learned about care and kindness 
and respectful boundaries of self and others. In grade 2 
students learned about empathy and identifying others 
feelings.  Grade 3 focused on bullying and mean 
behaviors and grades 4 and 5 learned about personal 
boundaries, empathy awareness, and taking care of 
oneself.  

Our partnership with the Women's Center has been 
long standing.  Their presentations were informative 
and provided our students with facts and strategies 
that promote the development of posit ive 
relationships.  

Our Annual Parade!



N o t i f i c a t i o n 
Service: 
The Regional School District #12 
Schools have a Notification 
Service to enhance parental 

communications. This service will 
allow us to send a voice message to ALL 

of our students’ parents on ALL of their contact 
numbers within minutes, if an emergency occurs 
at a school. The notification service will also 
assist the schools in reducing the recourses 
needed to pass along key information regarding 
school events or reminders.

The district will be utilizing this service for : 
• Emergency Notification
• Inclement weather - early dismissals due to 

inclement weather
• Rumor Control
• Early-Release Reminders

Your child’s school may be utilizing this 
service for: 
• Attendance
• Report Card Reminders
• Grade level information i.e. field trip reminders
• Notification of Open House/Parent Teacher 

Conferences/Parent Visitation Day

• Art Shows and Concerts
The ability to deliver a message is only as 
successful as the contact information we have 
for our families, so please make certain we have 
the most up-to-date direct dial numbers. If this 
information changes, please let your child’s 
school know immediately. 

Important: 
1. The service will leave a message on your 

voicemail or answering machine.

2. If you have such things as Telemarketer 
Zapper or Privacy Director on your 
telephone lines, you may not receive the call.

3. The service does NOT call extensions. If you 
have a direct dial number at work, you should 
provide your child’s school with the direct dial 
number not a main number plus an extension.

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices. These universal values, 
which transcend political, religious, cultural, and 
the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” Therefore, good Character Traits are essential 
to the learning process. We work throughout the 
year in developing the following: 

1.  Trustworthiness 

2. Respect 

3. Responsibility 

4. Fairness 

5. Caring 

6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. 
Students are expected to exercise good citizenship 
at all times while in school, attending school-
related activities and after school activities 
conducted at the school. This includes showing 
respect for the rights of others and regard for 
personal and school property. Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by 
being courteous and well mannered.  

Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, Steps 
to Respect when needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
m e s s a g e s to o u r s t u d e n t s re g a rd i n g t h e 
development of positive student behaviors and 
thus, improve student learning.




